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All Bermudians are ‘Onions” so 

The onion is the pride and joy of Bermuda. It is her Jewel, her gem of gems. In her 
conversation, her pulpit, her literature, it is her most frequent and eloquent figure….it 
stands for perfection absolute. The Bermudian weeping over the departed, exhausts 
praise when he says, ‘He was an onion!’ The Bermudian extolling the living hero, 
bankrupts applause when he says, ‘He is an onion!’ The Bermudian setting his son 
upon the stage of life to dare and do for himself, climaxes all counsel, supplication, 
admonition, comprehends all ambition, when he says, ‘Be an onion!’”   [Mark Twain 
1877] 


